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College Admissions Timeline
Ef Junior Year \'I
| o Think about your college cholce. Talk with your |
guidance counselar about your opfions.
| 38 Use www.fastweb.com to find money for college. |
i\ - Take the PSAT; consider the ACT/SAT in the spring. ,l
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lf Summer after Junior Year ]
& Visil college campuses; ask college friends for advice. |
- Request applications and brochures from your top

| college choices and visit their Web sites. |
l\ - Practice application essays by writing sample -:lnzllts.fl
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Senlor Year: Fall
- Organiza your applications by crealting files for your
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target schools. List app. requirements and deadlines.
- Take the ACT and'or SAT.

- Request letters of recornmendation from teachers
and community leaders aarly.

- Talk 1o your parents about college costs. How much
can you afford? Explore your options for funding.

- Check wwy.fastweb.com for new scholarships.
Visil www.finaid.org to learn about financial aid.

- November: If you're applying through Early Action or
Eary Decision, submit your application this manth.
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Senior Year: Winter b
- Work on those college applications. Many applications ]
are due in eary January. |
- January: File the Free Application for Federal Student |
I
|

e

Aid: (FAFSA: www.lfafsa.ed.qov) ASAP aftar January 1.
- Check with your prospective colleges about additional
\ financial aid application forms and requiremeants.
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Senior Year: Spring

- Check the mail for admissions letters and financial aid
awards.

- Compare your admissions offers. Ask your guidance
counsolor to help you weigh your options.

- Time for & decision! Most schoals ask that you choosa
your school by May 1.

- May: Don't forget to natity schools you have decidad
not to attend.

- Double check deadlines far housing, linancial aid, etc.
- Send your final transcripts to your new school,
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Financial Aid Questions to Consider

What type of financial aid packages does the school offer?
Are there a variety of options?

Are any tuition increases planned in the next few years?
What has been tha average tultion increase in years past?

What kind of work opportunities ane available?
Whal ara tha deadlines for submitting financial aid forms?
How will outside scholarships affect my aid package?

Whare can | find more sourcas of linancial aid on campus?
Are there any deparftimental scholarships available?

What state financial aid programs da | gualify for?

What sort of aternative financial aid programs are available?
Ask aboul installment plans or state tax credits.

Early Decision (ED) vs. Early Action (EA)

ED and EA allow you to both apply and leam the college’s
decision earlier than ragular admission,

Early Decision is binding. If accepted, you must attend that
achool and withdraw any applications sant 1o ather schools.
You won't be able to compare financial aid offers.

Early Action is nol binding. | accepled, you may compare
admissions and financial aid offers from other schools and
wait o commill to the collega until later in the year,

*Some schools now offer Single-Choice Early Action.
This aption is similar to Early Action. except that you agree
to naf apply early o other colleges (Mhough you may apply
reguiar declsion).

Many ED or EA deadlines occur In the fall. Verify with the
college whether you are aliowed to apply early action to othar
schools. Speak o your guidance counselor and ask your
prospective school for mare information.



