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Ap p rop ria te ly
En g a g e d , 
     or P la y in g
He lic op te r?

As y ou  b e g in  th is n e w  sc h ool y e a r, I w ou ld  lik e  to c h a lle n g e  y ou  to 

b e  a n  engaged parent in  th e  Ch ristia n  sc h oolin g  of y ou r  stu d e n t(s)—

engaged, a s in  p rod u c tiv e ly  su p p or tin g  th e  form a l e d u c a tion  p roc e ss 

of y ou r  c h ild re n . I w a s in tr ig u e d  to d isc ov e r  on lin e  a  n u m b e r  of 

h u m orou s, n ot so h u m orou s, a n d  se r iou s c a te g orie s of p a re n tin g . 

Am on g  th is list, I d isc ov e re d  h y p e r p a re n tin g , life lon g  p a re n tin g , 

p a r a lle l p a re n tin g , fi n a n c ia l p a re n tin g , ste a lth  p a re n tin g , a n d  

h e lic op te r  p a re n tin g . P e r h a p s th e  la st, h e lic op te r  p a re n tin g , is 

sim u lta n e ou sly  th e  m ost a n d  th e  le a st h u m orou s.

Ac c ord in g  to W ik ip e d ia , th e  W e b -b a se d  in te r a c tiv e  e n c y c lop e d ia , 

th e  follow in g  d e fi n ition  a r tic u la te s th is u n iq u e  p a re n tin g  sty le : 

A helicopter parent is a  te r m  for a  p e r son  w h o p a y s e x tre m e ly  

c lose  a tte n tion  to th e ir  c h ild  or c h ild re n , p a r tic u la r ly  a t 

e d u c a tion a l in stitu tion s. Th e y  r u sh  to p re v e n t a n y  h a r m  from  

b e fa llin g  th e m  or le ttin g  th e m  le a r n  from  th e ir  ow n  m ista k e s, 

som e tim e s e v e n  c on tr a r y  to th e  c h ild re n ’s w ish e s. Th e y  a re  so 

n a m e d  b e c a u se , lik e  a  h e lic op te r, th e y  h ov e r  c lose ly  ov e r h e a d , 

r a re ly  ou t of re a c h  w h e th e r  th e ir  c h ild re n  n e e d  th e m  or n ot.

An  e x te n sion  of th e  te r m , B la c k  Ha w k s (for th e  c om b a t 

h e lic op te r  of th e  sa m e  n a m e ), h a s b e e n  c oin e d  for th ose  w h o 

c ross th e  lin e  from  a  m e re  e x c e ss of z e a l to u n e th ic a l b e h a v ior 

su c h  a s w r itin g  th e ir  c h ild re n ’s c olle g e  a d m ission  e ssa y s.

W h a t th e n  m ig h t a n  a p p rop r ia te ly  engaged parent c on sid e r? A 

g re a t sta r tin g  p la c e  w ou ld  b e  to th in k  a b ou t w h a t y ou  w ou ld  lik e  

y ou r  c h ild  to look  lik e  a fte r  h e r  form a l e d u c a tion . In c lu d e d  in  th is 

c on sid e r a tion  w ou ld  b e  th e  re a son s y ou  h a v e  c h ose n  Ch ristia n  

sc h oolin g  for y ou r  fa m ily . Y ou r  Ch ristia n  sc h ool d e sire s y ou r  

e n g a g e m e n t, b u t it is le ss e n th u sia stic  a b ou t y ou r  ta k in g  on  th e  

c h a r a c te r  of a  h e lic op te r !

As y ou  c on sid e r  a p p rop r ia te  e n g a g e m e n t, I w ou ld  u r g e  y ou  to 

p u r su e  a  p a r tn e r sh ip  w ith  y ou r  sc h ool. Th is in stitu tion  is n ot in  

e x iste n c e  to ta k e  ov e r  th e  p a re n tin g  role , b u t to p rov id e  a  le v e l of 

e d u c a tion a l e x p e r tise  th a t is b e y on d  m ost p a re n tin g  c a p a b ility . 

It is n e v e r  in te n d e d  th a t th e  Ch ristia n  sc h ool sh ou ld  fu n c tion  in  

isola tion  or a p a r t from  th e  fa m ily .

At th e  Assoc ia tion  of Ch ristia n  Sc h ools In te r n a tion a l w e  h a v e  

id e n tifi e d  fou r  c r u c ia l a re a s of le a r n in g  in  th e  Ch ristia n  sc h ool: (1 ) 

a c a d e m ic /th in k in g , (2 ) w orld v ie w , (3 ) sp ir itu a l form a tion , a n d  (4 ) 

sk ill d e v e lop m e n t. In  th is e d ition  of C h ristian S c h o o l C o m m ent, I

w ill a d d re ss th e  fi r st of th e se  

fou r  c a te g orie s. 

W e  b e lie v e  th a t in  th e  a c a d e m ic /th in k in g  a re a , Ch ristia n  sc h ool 

g r a d u a te s sh ou ld  b e  w e ll p re p a re d  in  a ll a c a d e m ic  d isc ip lin e s; b e  

sk ille d  in  re a d in g , w r itin g , sp e a k in g , liste n in g , a n d  th in k in g ; a n d  

b e  p rofi c ie n t in  m a th e m a tic s a n d  sc ie n c e . Th e y  sh ou ld  a p p re c ia te  

lite r a tu re  a n d  th e  a r ts a n d  u n d e r sta n d  h ow  th e se  e x p re ss a n d  

sh a p e  a n  in d iv id u a l’s b e lie fs a n d  v a lu e s; h a v e  a  k n ow le d g e  a n d  

u n d e r sta n d in g  of p e op le , e v e n ts, a n d  m ov e m e n ts in  h istor y  

(in c lu d in g  c h u rc h  h istor y ) a n d  th e  c u ltu re s of oth e r  p e op le s a n d  

p la c e s; v a lu e  in te lle c tu a l in q u ir y  a n d  h a v e  th e  a b ility  to e n g a g e  in  

th e  m a rk e tp la c e  of id e a s; a n d  a p p re c ia te  th e  n a tu r a l e n v iron m e n t 

a n d  liv e  a s re sp on sib le  ste w a rd s of G od ’s c re a tion .

G iv e  th ou g h tfu l c on sid e r a tion  to h ow  y ou  c a n  a ssist y ou r  stu d e n t 

in  th e se  a c a d e m ic /th in k in g  a re a s. D oe s y ou r  h om e  e n v iron m e n t 

e n c ou r a g e  p rod u c tiv e  stu d y  a n d  h om e w ork  a c tiv ity ? D o y ou  

e n c ou r a g e  p roa c tiv e  le a r n in g  th rou g h  m ore  re a d in g , fa m ily  

d isc u ssion s b e y on d  th e  h otte st m ov ie  or te le v ision  sh ow , or e v e n  

fa m ily  e x c u r sion s or ou tin g s th a t in c lu d e  a n  a sp e c t of th e  a c a d e m ic  

c on te n t y ou r  stu d e n t is e n g a g e d  in ? D o y ou  d isc u ss y ou r  c on c e r n s 

a b ou t y ou r  c h ild ’s d e v e lop m e n t in  th e se  a re a s w ith  h e r  te a c h e r?

P a r tn e r  w ith  y ou r  Ch ristia n  sc h ool. It is n ot a  h e lip or t. It is a  p la c e  

w h e re  join tly  y ou  a n d  y ou r  sc h ool c a n  e ffe c tiv e ly  “ tr a in  a  c h ild  in  

th e  w a y  h e  sh ou ld  g o”  (P rov e r b s 2 2 :6 , NIV ).

K e n  Sm ith e r m a n , P re sid e n t
Assoc ia tion  of Ch ristia n  Sc h ools In te r n a tion a l


