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Your Children
and the Power
of Prayer

As this school vear dravws 1o 2 cose, - <oow these are aomer-
aus kinds of emotions thar Hood your mimd. [ sepect that the
greazst number of Ciose emntions cotae o thoushis <ach
as, “low did <his vear go by so coccdy—. 22d heped Z1acwe
vt be absle o ... Some of vins e lookizg ar a low shor:
mornths votl veur stucents w2l be Jzaving 2ome oo anend col-
lepe o7 eniversity o7 to start some othes phass of life that will
firreves change cortain asseats of yous el ationship with them.

Chthers of vou wil expericnce varving degrees of changs as

pour studenss move ta differest leve's —elementane m middk
schil o jh.ﬂillr |1:.EJI o that miee: 1 |1i3_*|_'| sthool, Baca of
hese changes or even the considaration of such changes may
bring an waves of sostalgsa il enly chey wouldnt grve s a0

I 5 . . . .
AISL, 0D Can wu Rli.?\\-' 1II.II5.'1 ti““‘ll fust . i:l.l.-:.‘f

Ay iy the
hand of control and sill zerain the vight selationship with vor
children as they eter anc move through these vanions sages
ol ife? Howe de vou counsel azd sortes them toewand right
izlaticnships and righr choiczas? | low docs thar straregy change
epproprataly as vour childrzn mamire and deve op greaser
independence?

Haow e YUl 5§ pranene Erz;l:ul':,,— and appropri

Firse, allow me 1o cozunend vou fer veuur chiaics of Cheistian
schooling as & suppore in wour child=zn's int2l ecsial develos.
ment and spicitua. formazion, | know hat you nocopnize tha.
thesz are 2ot marcers vou simp.y hand off w the school and
that this amazing rele ef parencing hecomes no less crallesg-
ing as each dhv, mont, amd yeae passes, Theee i oo cucstion
become inczasingly romplex. This complesity a2 heen inwen-
sifiee in a seculas culea char dizizishes the spiritual whele
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aggresively embpellishizg she pamsuit of ir:ill.-]lllllt:-l-'lli-i: and
doizg yous own thizg,

1 am parcoulacly movee by 2 seristuzal account recondad in
whart many biblical scholass have concuded is cae oldsst book
of taz 3idle, the bonk of Job. At the very heginzing of the
Leok, tie author desceibes Job, a mun we st ofien equare
with parience, T weuld Blee ro sipgzest 3 new consideration
]l'_!l_'l wat a man with che highrti sense ot paresia Il"-l'fl‘l)llhil}ll:il}'.
Acvosding o Tol 1:4-5, "His s used e take wins holéing
fesis i= their homes, azd ey would invice cheir thrze sisoers
1o &t and drink with them, When 4 period of fessting had
mir i course, Joh weeald send and have them {nzlil:;ﬁ. Fatly
iz the maimnizg he woulc sacrifice 3 bumir offering for each of
them, thizking, 'Perhaps my children have sinzzd ard cuzsal
Crozl in their heasts.” Tais was Job's vepalan custom” (NIV)

Here we sze reZoemd the Bife of a gl prarent who cosuinuec
1w it his childzen 20 God Gith®allv—secking their prrfica
ticn frem any sin sy might hav: committed, Job apparently
never wavewed from intznsele caning showt his children asd
intercriling o G fus their spicul aeeds—ceven after they
waie grown and lived o homes of their own, He continued to
plaad ¢ God on tazir behal® T am convinced that this is one
of the aspects of Jub's chamcer mat cacsed God w sey of him,
“Have you censidered =i servant Job? Therz is no omz on
casth like hirm; he is blame s and wprighs, a man who lcars
Gon azdl shuzs enil” (Job 1:8. KNIV,

In s2ite ef 11z tremend ous challenges you Sicz in parzatizg, de
you elevatz woul prayer life an behalf of your chilcren to the
sam¢ level thar Job did? As v enrer this summer break, ]
WIS Fe b e (redd's hasd of mercy, grace; and civine
mtzreentien in the lives of vour children. It is criccal o
chpage iz inrerccssory prayer for them.

Ancl thank you tor choosing, Christizn schoaling For yous fare
i.v. Your Cheistian scheol is commisted ¢ feousizg en the
develeome=t of verr crildzzn e God inuwcded purpose and
glocy cannaga acad2mic anc spivimeal gowth
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